
“Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.  Be Joyful, all who were in mourning:  exult and be 

satisfied at her consoling breast.” 

  

This week we come to Laetare Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of Lent.  This day in the Catholic 

Church has traditionally been known as a day of celebration and joy.  We are halfway through 

the austere season of Lent; a time of penance, prayer, and fasting that we have been doing in 

preparation for Easter.  We are turning back from our sinful ways and are returning to the 

straight path that our loving God has set out for us. 

  

We see in our liturgy this morning that the priest will be wearing (hopefully) rose vestments or 

pink.  We use the term rose, because rose is a shade of the penitential purple that we see during 

this season.  We can relax our time of penance a bit on this day, because we can see that the joys 

of Easter are in sight. 

  

As we come to this mid-point of our Lenten journey, we can ask ourselves how these past 20 or 

so days of Lent have gone…. 

  

Have we finally made our Lenten Resolution list?  Have we made time to pray more, or to attend 

daily Mass?  What about fasting?  Have we been fasting?  What about doing some extra works of 

charity?  We think of these acts of charity and service during the Christmas season so easily, but 

we forget that the poor are around us all year, not just at Christmas.  What about going to 

confession?  We are having our St. Francis Parish Lenten Reconciliation Service this coming 

Thursday at 7:00 pm. 

  

What do you still have to do this Lent?  There is still certainly time.  I know that each year, I 

make it the practice of offering Mass each day of the week, even on Monday’s which is my day 

off here at the parish.  I also try and make it a habit to pray the sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary 

each day.  These are just a couple of my Lenten Practices.  But, if you have not had time to make 

up a list, there still is time.  Also, if you have slipped in any of your Lenten Works, now is the 

time to restart. 

  

We are getting closer to Easter with each passing day.  Let us rejoice that we are halfway there 

and let us also rejoice in the fact that there is still time to repent and get back in right relationship 

with God.  

 


